
St Mary’s Island 
Residents’ Association    
                     

Newsletter November 2017



  Chairman’s Voice:

Dear Members,
I hope you agree with 
me that our Island 
remains a pleasant 
and safe environment 
in which to work, 
play, retire and bring 
up our families. 
However, we should 
never take this for granted and the 
maintenance and improvement of the Island 
together with the building of a caring and 
cohesive community remain our objective 
and biggest challenge. Whilst we can never 
get involved in neighbourly disputes, we 
make a point of keeping good and 
constructive relationships with other major 
stakeholders in Chatham Maritime so that 
we can best support or represent the 
interests of SMI residents or direct them 
and or their concerns to the people or 
stakeholders who can best respond. 

Such recognition and representation would 
not be possible without the financial support 
of an annual grant from CMT and a close 
working relationship helped, in part, by the 
right for SMIRA to appoint two Trustees to 
the CMT Board.

We also maintain good working relationships 
with Medway Council, Chatham Docks, the 
Environment Agency, Homes and 
Communities Agency, Marina Developments, 
Countryside and Dockside Outlet and there 
are also many occasions when we enjoy 
valued help, guidance and financial 
assistance from our Ward Councillors, 
Andrew Mackness and Habib Tejan in 
achieving our aims and charitable 
objectives. 
Your SMIRA Directors for the 2016/17 year 
were; Allan Sneller (Vice Chair), Peter Haigh, 

Leslie James, Chris Reynolds, Barry 
Woolford and Graham Wrightson. Your 
Honorary Officers were: Bob Muid 
(Secretary) and Lily Leaver (Treasurer). 

More recently, Leslie James, who 
celebrated his 97th birthday this year and 
has served as a SMIRA Director for over 
8 years, has resigned due to failing health. 
During his period, Leslie has acted as our 
ears and eyes whilst taking his well known 
daily walks around the Island.  

Leslie never failed to nail me with his 
concerns and not least of all these was the 
closing of the caisson.  It only seemed right, 
therefore, that he be asked to cut the ribbon 
at the official reopening.

I am sure that you would like to join me in 
thanking Leslie for his many years of service 
to SMIRA and the Residents and wish him 
well for his future years of retirement. 

All Directors and Officers are, like me, 
volunteers and I would like to thank them 
for their support and guidance over the past 
year. I hope you will also want to support 
and thank them by attending our AGM, 
which takes place this year on Friday 1st 
December at the Community Centre 
commencing at 7:30 p.m., and that you will 
continue to support SMIRA in all it’s future 
undertakings in the furtherance of the 
interests of all SMI residents. 

David Taylor: Chair
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new decking and balustrades and continue 
to pay for the ongoing maintenance and 
insurances to cover its use. As soon as the 
caisson was re-opened, SMIRA convened 
a meeting with Marina Developments Ltd., 
Homes and Communities Agency and CMT 
to see how the rubbish that regularly builds 
up under the bridge and in the marina could 
be mitigated. An action plan was agreed and 
additional low-level mesh panels were fitted 
to the existing marina perimeter balustrade, 
the existing open top bins were changed for 
closed top and additional closed top bins 
supplied resulting in much improvement. 
However, any combination of good quality 
water and sun will 
result in weed and 
SMIRA have set up 
an arrangement 
with the lock 
operators that, in 
addition to the 
regular weed 
clearing regime, a 
call from SMIRA 
will result in a 
further rubbish 
clearing operation, 
which seems to be 
working.

  Membership of SMIRA:

Our current membership exceeds 700 and 
is increasing as the ‘build-out’ of the final 
phase of the Island continues.

Membership costs nothing so why not join 
and be better informed of what we do in your 
interests and how we may be able to help 
you should you need it.

By joining you will regularly receive the 
minutes of our meetings and be better 
informed of the improvements that we strive 
for and the issues that we try to resolve or 
help you understand. To join simply download 
and complete an application form from our 
website: www.smira.info 

  So, what have SMIRA achieved during 
  this Financial Year?

Re-opening of the Caisson under the 
HMS  Chatham Bridge:
On the 10th of August 2016 the caisson under 
HMS Chatham Bridge was re-opened. Since 
the unannounced closure, SMIRA had urged 
CMT to try and resolve the matter and they 
positively responded by negotiating a license 
with Peel Ports. CMT covered both parties’ 
legal costs, paid for the supply and fitting of 



Road Adoptions:
Every two months for the last five years 
SMIRA have held constructive Road 
Adoption meetings with Medway Council, 
CMT, our Councilors and the three 
developers of SMI.  Although it has taken a 
long time and has required the co-operation 
of all parties, we anticipate that all the 
sector roads on SMI will be adopted by the 
end of 2018 and those in the ‘build-out’, one 
year after each sector is completed.  See 
below for more details:   

Sector 1 (Countryside): Roads – Adopted; 
Landscaping - Adopted

Sectors 2, 4, 6 & 12 (Countryside): Roads – 
Adopted; Landscaping – Adopted

Sector 3 (Redrow): Roads – Adopted: 
Landscaping – will now be adopted by CMT 
as soon as possible thereafter.

Sector 5 (Barratt’s): Roads – Adopted; 
Landscaping – will now be adopted by CMT 
as soon as possible thereafter.

Sectors 7, 8, 9 & 14 (Countryside): Roads – 
To be adopted by September 2018 latest. 
Landscaping – will then be adopted by CMT 
as soon as possible thereafter.

Sectors 10, 11, 13 & 15 (Countryside) 
These sectors form the ‘build-out’ of the 
Island and both the roads and the 
landscaping will be adopted by a much 
quicker process as each Sector is 
completed. In addition, at the request of 
SMIRA, who were invited to take part in 
the design of the Master-plan, much of the 
landscaping and, in some cases residents’ 
gardens, in the ‘public realm’ will be 
maintained under a management contract. It 
is hoped that this will avoid the unfortunate 
situation that we often see on Central Walk 
where the visual enjoyment of residents is 
often blighted by some residents not 

maintaining their gardens to a standard in 
keeping with the adjacent landscaping and 
‘street scene’.

Island Way West – Additional Zebra 
Crossings: 
Last year I advised you that, given the 
additional heavy traffic that would be 
created along Island Way West because of 
the final ‘build-out’ of the Island, SMIRA have 
negotiated two additional Zebra Crossings 
paid for by Countryside Properties to provide 
safer access to the Community Centre, 
Pharmacy and the School. One crossing is 
to be sited near to Partridge Drive and the 
other near to the rear of Atlas Place the 
Independent Living Centre, currently being 
constructed. This crossing will also provide 
safer access to the School from the 
appointed ‘drop-off’ parking bays planned in 
the ‘build-out’. 

However, both crossings have taken longer 
to develop and design than anticipated but 
we are advised that construction works will 
commence reasonably soon.

Island Way East – Mini Roundabout near 
Goldcrest Drive bus stop: 
Many residents must be wondering just what 
is going on at the mini roundabout near to 
the Goldcrest Drive bus stop.  The new kerbs 
forming the roundabout were positioned 
correctly but long wheelbase vehicles, 
particularly buses, found it difficult to 
negotiate resulting in substantial damage.  
Reductions in the adjacent landscaping beds 
were then implemented but the vehicles 
were still causing unnecessary and careless 
damage.  More recently, large granite blocks 
have been positioned to deter vehicles but 
even this is not working and the problems 
caused by a combination of excessive speed 
and poor driving remain a “work in progress”.
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Covenant Enforcement:
The enforcement of the Covenants by CMT 
that we all sign up to when buying a 
property on the Island continues and there 
has latterly been a focus on rectifying past 
breaches that have not previously been 
dealt with. In addition, new sales on the 
Island ‘build-out’ and remortgaging have to 
be dealt with. SMIRA of course encourage 
and support CMT in carrying out this 
important task such as to reasonably 
maintain the ‘street scene’ that we all enjoy 
and is the most important issue that 
resident’s charge CMT with when 
responding to their survey. With this in mind, 
it is important that residents are minded of 
the covenants when considering changes to 
their properties or boundaries and we would 
very much recommend that they speak to 
Grant Leathwhite at CMT before applying for 
planning permission or taking any other 
action. It is not unusual for planning 
permission to be granted but there still be a 
clear and irrevocable breach of the 
covenants, which could result in difficulty 
selling your property or remortgaging.

Car Parking on SMI:
Following last year’s presentation by Ruth 
Du-Lieu, Assistant Director of Frontline 
Services at Medway Council, it is anticipated 
that a further more specific survey of SMI 
residents will take place to measure support 
for a targeted parking permit scheme. The 
scope of the consultation process is 
currently being worked on and we 
anticipate residents receiving more 
information directly from Medway Council in 
the New Year.

Increasing Anti-Social Behaviour:
Most residents will be aware of increasing 
Anti-Social Behaviour, particularly ‘groups of 
youths on bikes’, in Chatham Maritime, 
Medway and the UK generally. This has 
perhaps come as more of a shock to SMI 

residents as we are not used to this kind 
of ongoing dangerous threat to our lawful 
and peaceful existence. With this in mind, 
SMIRA, CMT and our Councillors have set 
up regular meetings with the Community 
Safety Unit, headed up by Inspector Rachel 
Harris at Medway Police Station. These 
meetings are aimed at keeping residents 
better informed about reporting incidents 
and the outcomes where appropriate, as 
well as how we can all work with the police 
to mitigate the effect that this recent trend is 
having. Reporting back to residents will be 
through the recently formed official SMIRA 
Residents’ Facebook Group and both the 
SMIRA and CMT websites.

Inspector Rachel Harris has kindly accepted 
our invitation to attend our AGM, bring us 
up to date with community safety initiatives 
in Medway, tell us how we can help, and 
answer your questions. In addition Matthew 
Scott, Kent Police and Crime Commissioner, 
has agreed to come along and tell us what 
measures he has already taken and what he 
plans for improving policing in Kent.

St Mary’s Island Residents’ Facebook Group:
As a result of incorrect, incomplete and 
sometimes misunderstood information 
circulating on the St Mary’s Island 
Community Facebook Page, SMIRA 
Directors decided that a well-managed 
St Mary’s Island Facebook Group Page 
should be launched that could better act as 
a conduit of factual information to registered 
residents only. Personal abuse of any kind 
is not tolerated and it is hoped that a large 
number of residents (there are over 400 
already) will join and receive constructive 
information on such matters as security 
outcomes, events and covenant information.  
Residents can also use the page to ask 
questions and seek help and advice on 
all matters related to living on SMI.  If you 
would like to join, please search Facebook 
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for SMIRA (St. Mary’s Island Residents’ 
Association) Official Group. There are 3 
simple questions to answer after which our 
Admin. Team will approve your application. 

Keep Informed:
SMIRA hold residents’ meetings on a 
Tuesday evening approximately every six 
weeks and we usually have more than 30 
residents in attendance. Once you sign–in 
your contact email at one of our meetings 
you will automatically be sent our approved 
minutes. Alternatively, these can be viewed 
on our website www.smira.info and they will 
enable you to keep informed and up to date 
with the range of topics that we deal with. 
However, if you would like a weekly update 
of what is going on in and around Chatham 
Maritime, we would recommend that you go 
on the CMT website www.cmtrust.co.uk and 
sign up to receive the “Friday Flyer”, which 
is sent out every Friday by CMT.  It costs 
nothing and contains very useful information 
as well as giving the latest contact details 
for key people and associated stakeholders. 

SMIRA meetings:
SMIRA meetings are held on Tuesdays on 
the dates given below at 7:00pm in the 
Community Centre Meeting Room (all 
welcome). 

Meeting dates for 2018 are: 16 January, 27 
February, 10 April, 22 May, 3 July, 14 August, 
25 September and 6th November. The 2018 
SMIRA AGM (open to all) is at 7:30pm on 
Friday 7th December in the Large Hall.

One to one surgeries with a representative 
of SMIRA, CMT, Moat Housing and our Ward 
Councilors take place between 6:00 and 
7:00 p.m. From 6:00pm to 7:00pm our PCSO 
will meet residents in the Community Centre 
Office if they wish to raise issues 
confidentially.

SMIRA 2017 AGM:
Our AGM this year takes place on Friday 1st 
December at the Community Centre 
commencing at 7:30 p.m. and all Island 
residents are welcome. The formal business 
is soon dealt with and this year our guest 
speakers are:

Jonathan Sadler: 
CEO of Chatham Maritime Trust, who will 
be bringing us up to date on CMT generally; 
what they do and don’t do for us, covenant 
enforcement, security and plans going 
forward.

Johanna Dixon
Waste Development Manager, Medway 
Council, who will be advising us on recycling, 
what they do with it, how much of it they 
do and how we can complain if we are not 
happy with them.

Matthew Scott, Kent Police and Crime 
Commissioner, who will tell us what 
measures and initiatives he has already 
taken and what he plans for improving 
policing in Kent.

Inspector Rachel Harris, Head of Kent Police 
Community Safety Unit, who is based at 
Medway Police Station and will be telling us 
how they are tackling the surge in anti-social 
behaviour particularly groups of youths on 
bikes and how we can help them to combat 
it.

Brian Portway, 
Secretary - on behalf of SMI History Group, 
whose presentation is entitled “The Building 
of the Basins” which today form the Marina, 
Watersports-Centre and Chatham Docks.  
Brian will be showing original photographs 
recently discovered and taken during the 
19th Century.

6



  ISLAND CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES:

St Mary’s Island Active Retirement 
Association:  SaintARA
SaintARA celebrates its 10th Anniversary 
next year and remains very active. This year 
they have been to the theatre twice, enjoyed 
two 5 day holiday breaks and been on a 
day-trip to Brighton. Other trips planned for 
this year include a tour of the London 
Christmas lights, including Christmas lunch.  

All meetings take place at the Island 
Community Centre where they meet socially 
one afternoon a month and are entertained 
by a guest speaker.  Every Friday they hold a 
‘coffee morning’ where they play short mat 
bowls and table tennis or just enjoy a chat 
and group quiz.  This is followed in the 
afternoon by ‘New Age Curling” or 
Mah-Jong.

Monthly activities, such as rambles, ambles,
cycling, pub lunches, boules, sailing, 
badminton and tennis are also organised by 
Members of the Club and the Committee. 
The Club has a membership limit of 200 and 
they currently have a waiting list in double 
figures.  However, if you are over 50, retired 
or semi retired and interested in finding out 

more, please contact Barbara Drysdale on 
01634 714640 or visit 
htpp://saintara.weebly.com/

Youth Club:  Island Castaways
The Youth Club continues to grow and now 
has over 60 registered Members.  Apart from 
regular activities such as snooker, pool, table 
tennis, badminton, craft and team games, the 
Club also run ‘Theme Nights’ where external 
professional providers come to the Club and 
provide activities such as ‘Street Dance’, 
Volleyball, ‘Archery Tag’ and ‘Nerf Wars’.

They also run a very good not for profit ‘Tuck 
Shop’. Every September they invite new 
Members from Year 6 of the Island School 
and they meet most Fridays from 7:00 p.m. 
to 9:00 p.m. Thanks go to CMT for their core 
funding, which supports a ‘Youth Leader’ 
and our Ward Councillors who again kindly 
donated £500 from their ward funds.  Most 
recently they were successful in their 
application to the ‘Streetcops Fund’ for a 
grant of over £400 to finance a new 
collapsible pool table and some up to date 
electronic games.

The Club is overseen by a Steering Group of 
Volunteers and additional Volunteers, many 
from the Island Church, attend one night a 



month to ensure safe operation.
They can of course always do with more 
Volunteers and so, if you would like to apply 
or discuss our needs, please call 
David Taylor on 01634 893447. 

St Mary’s Island Church:
St Mary’s Island Church comes together at 
SMI School Hall at 11:00 a.m. every Sunday.  
The vicar is the Rev. Saju Muthalay with 
John Bloor as the Focal Minister.  Everyone 
is warmly invited to join them for worship.
In addition to the regular Sunday service, 
they hold a ‘Messy Church’ for children 
at 4:00 p.m. on the third Saturday of most 
months.

Most recently, they have started a monthly 
service at the King George V pub in 
Brompton where in an informal atmosphere 
over a glass of beer or wine they discuss 
various topics as a group of friends.

With Christmas coming they would like to 

make residents aware of the following 
special events to which all are welcome 
without prior notice:
Friday 15th December at 7:30 p.m. – 
Carol Singing – Outside the Ship & Trades 
with the Salvation Army Band.
Sunday 17th December at 6:30 p.m. – 
Carol Service - Outside the Community Centre.
Sunday 24th December at 4:00 p.m. – 
Messy Church Children’s Crib Service - At 
the School Hall.
Further information is on their website 
www.stmarysislandchurch.com

Promise of more activity in Basin 2  (Arethusa)
CMT are in negotiation with Arethusa and 
Medway Water Sports to extend and 
increase their current activities in Basin 2.
If the negotiations are successful, then, 
starting in March 2018 we can expect to see 
more training and a wider range of pleasure 
activities in the basin for schools, clubs and 
residents alike.



  Neighbourhood Watch Schemes:
 
Neighbourhood 
Watch Schemes are 
encouraged by the 
police and our 
PCSO is keen to 
deliver more 
schemes on SMI. 
We are particularly 
fortunate in that CMT fund the cost of our full 
time PCSO on Chatham Maritime of which 
SMI forms a large part.

Although SMI is a relatively safe and 
pleasant place to live, much of this is due 
to CMT’s increasing CCTV and Security 
surveillance, the work of the Trust’s recently 
appointed Estate Officer (Carl Davies) and, 
when required, the Council Community 
Warden (Chris Harrison).

SMIRA of course maintain good working 
relations with all those creating and 
delivering our safe and secure lifestyle, 
however, much of todays crime and anti 
social behaviour is solved or prevented by 
proactive intelligence and information given 
to the police both before and after the event.  
Although there are already a small number 
of Neighbourhood Watch Schemes on 
our Island, by forming your own very local 
scheme, you could play a very important role 
in making SMI even safer.  All the information 
that you need to do this can be found on the 
SMIRA website www.smira.info or, 
alternatively, you can email Peter Haigh, 
SMIRA Director and Neighbourhood Watch 
Coordinator, at peterhaigh@yahoo.co.uk 
to discover where your nearest scheme is 
located and either join it or form a new one.
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  Medway Sunlight Rotary: 
  (The Island Rotary Club)

Over a period of four 
years, Medway 
Sunlight Rotary Club, 
who meet regularly at 
the Community Centre, 
have progressively 
planted over 15,000 purple 
crocus corms on our Island.   

Initially they joined residents in planting on 
Finsborough Down followed by the 
Community Centre car park, the path at the 
adjacent roundabout on Island Way West, 
which featured as the front page on the 
SMI 2016 Facebook Calendar and for which 
they also sponsored the printing costs; the 
roundabout itself and this year they planted 
3,000 corms on Stones Roundabout.  Look out 
for these next spring. 

They are now planning to help the children 
plant 2,000 corms in the School playground 
and give them ownership and understanding 
of the significance of the crocuses to the 
‘End Polio Now Campaign’

Rotary International have played a 
significant part in this major worldwide 
disease-eradicating project and so far this 
year there have only been 11 cases reported 
in just 2 countries.  



The purple crocuses have a significance in 
that, when the children are immunised by 
mouth, they are given a sweet and their finger 
is dyed purple so that they are not tempted to 
return for another dose!

Medway Sunlight’s main fundraising project is 
of course the Annual Dragon Boat Challenge 
in Basin 2 as part of the 3 day CMT Food and 
Drink Festival and, again this year, they raised 
almost £15,000 for Children’s Hospice Holidays 
and other local, national and international 
charities.

This event will take place next year on 
Sunday 27th May 2018 so please put this in 
your diary and, if you feel inclined, enquire 
about taking part.

If you would like to help Medway Sunlight 
Rotary Club in, “Helping Others – Making a 
Difference’, or find out about the wide range 
of charitable and fund raising activities that 
they get involved in, please call David Taylor 
on 01634 893447 or visit the website: 
www.medwaysunlightrotary.org.uk

  SMI History Group:  

St Mary’s Island History 
Group has been 
reflecting the 
commemoration of the 
Dutch Raid with 
publications of booklets and also trying to 
solve a mystery. 

There was a major discovery by the Group 
of original photographs of the building of the 
basins and docks in the 19th Century. An 
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Atlas Place, currently being constructed 
opposite the Community Centre, will provide 
a 62 unit extra care scheme managed by 
‘Optivo’.  There are 24 double bed shared 
ownership units and 38 units rented through 
Medway Council’s housing register. 

Marketing of the shared ownership units is 
about to commence and completion is 
anticipated by mid 2018. 

  Community Carol Service: 

Again this year, on Sunday 17th December, a 
Carols in the Community Service will be held 
around the Christmas tree outside the 
Community Centre commencing at 7:30 p.m.
Resident’s families and friends are invited to 
come along and join in this festive occasion.  
After the service, hot chocolate and mulled 
wine will be served in the School, which will 
also be the venue in the event of inclement 
weather.

  Up-Date on the Island Build-Out:

As at the end of October, 77 Plots have been 
completed and are occupied.  There are 128 
houses and apartments together with the 62 
unit Atlas House Independent Living 
Centre, a nursery and café all currently 
under construction and due to be completed 
in stages by 2019.  Sales and marketing of 
these units – Azure Waters Edge - that lie 
within the area to the eastern side of the Dry 
Dock, commenced recently from the show 
house at Azure.

A new marketing suite, opposite the 
Independent Living Centre, will open in 
March 2018.

Plots on the western side of the Dry Dock 
comprising 124 houses and apartments are 
set to start in 2018 and complete by 2021.

exhibition in August, which is being repeated, 
showed just some of the 150 year old views 
and the remarkable Victorian engineering. 
Amongst the collection was a photograph 
of the remains of a ship found 40 feet down 
when the basins were being dug. This is 
thought to be a sunken ship from the Dutch 
raid, but which one? 
If you would like to know more about our 
recent discoveries, why not attend the 
SMIRA Annual General Meeting on the 1st 
December, hear our short presentation and 
see some of our amazing photographs?
Of course, our research continues, as do 
our two monthly meetings with interesting 
speakers.  

Like to know more? Tel: 01634 891708
www.stmarysislandhistorygroup.co.uk  

  Atlas Place – Independent Living Centre:
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  Help from our Councillors:

SMIRA would like to acknowledge again the 
help and guidance that they have received 
this year from our Ward Councillors, 
Andrew Mackness and Habib Tejan.  It can 
really make a difference in our discussions, 
objectives and interface with other Chatham 
Maritime stakeholders and of course, when 
working with the Council.

Both Andrew and Habib have asked SMIRA 
to advise you that they are happy to help 
anyone to navigate through the sometimes 
difficult bureaucracy of Medway Council to 
ensure that your voice is heard.  Of course, 
If you would like to discuss an issue face to 
face, one of them is usually in attendance 
at our pre-meeting surgery that takes place 
at the Community Centre between 6:00 p.m. 
and 7:00 p.m. before all or regular meetings 
throughout the year.

  SMI School Expansion:

After receiving planning permission, work 
quickly started at the end of October on the 
expansion of our Island School to provide a 
nursery and one additional class each year.
The contractors, who are specialists at 
working in a school environment and 
understand the ‘can and can’t do’s’  around 
young children, expect all the works to be 
completed within 12 months.

Each phase of the works will have its own 
timetable and, at the moment, it is not 
anticipated that there will be any disruption 
to the use of the Community Centre car park, 
Pharmacy or Doctor’s Surgery.

SMIRA have already made contact with the 
Project Manager and Site Manager, Stuart 
Holland, and contractor parking will only 
be allowed within the site.  However, if any 



resident has an issue with off site parking 
they are invited to email the vehicle location, 
registration and company details to: 
stuart.holland@gaharpers.com   
After three proven warnings, that contractor 
will not be allowed on site again. 

  Estate Regulations: 

The following are the current adopted Estate 
Regulations and are intended to promote the 
enjoyment and good management of St. 
Mary’s Island. Residents are asked to strictly 
adhere to these regulations in the courteous 
interest and well being of others.

l Dogs shall be kept on a lead at all times 
in the amenity and other public areas of the 
Estate. 

l The designated gated and fenced dog-run 
area on Finsborough Down is the only area 
of public space where dogs can be let off 
their lead.  Dog owners should be aware that 
Medway Council now enforce the Control of 
Dogs act (Medway) 2014.

The following activities are prohibited: 
l Horse riding on any part of the Estate.
l The launching of boats, jet skis and other 
similar watercraft from the Estate into the 
river. 
l The landing of aircraft and hot air balloons 
on any part of the Estate.
l Fishing in the River Medway from the 
Estate and in the Dock Basins.
l Swimming from the foreshore within the 
Estate and in the Dock Basins.
l The trapping or killing of wildlife on the 
Estate (save as part of a proper pest control 
operation).
l The flying of model aircraft and the sailing 
of model boats from the foreshore within the 
Estate and in the Dock Basins.
l The lighting of fires and barbecues on the 
Amenity Areas. 
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  RNLI – Historic Lifeboat Museum – S.O.S

There is a significant shortage of volunteers 
at the Historic Lifeboat Museum.
They need volunteers, with or without 
experience, to join the current team every 
other Saturday cleaning, polishing and 
restoring the 17 retired RNLI lifeboats that 
we have the privilege to enjoy in the Historic 
Dockyard.

The maintenance of these historic boats 
also helps to raise funds towards the cost of 
providing this amazing lifesaving operation 
that many of us have or could benefit from in 
our lifetime.

No previous experience is necessary, so, 
if you have some time to spare and would 
like to know more, call Ian Russell on 07967 
707339 or by email at 
russell10@blueyonder.co.uk   
Everybody is welcome.
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Graphic design & print by 
Custom Marketing Resources 
Kent 01622 820841 
creative@cmr-group.co.uk  
www.cmr-group.co.uk

  Useful Numbers and Contacts:  

Grant Leathwhite
Residential Services Officer and primary 
contact for St. Mary’s Island residents.  His 
main focus is administrative support to 
estate management activities, i.e. processing 
re-mortgages, consents for sheds, 
conservatories etc. and deals with restrictive 
covenants and breaches. Grant’s core hours 
are 7 am to 4 pm.  He can be contacted on 
Tel: 07867 507187 or 01634 793942 during 
working hours. 
email: grantleathwhite@cmtrust.co.uk

Carl Davies
Estate Officer and will be a visible presence 
across the Estate.  Carl’s core hours are 7 am 
to 4 pm; he will only answer his mobile if on 
duty.  Tel:  07787 292088.   
email: carldavies@cmtrust.co.uk

Kent Police
Emergency:  999.  Non-emergency: 101.  
Crimestoppers: 0800 666111.  

River Ward Councillors
Cllr. Habib Tejan. 
Tel:  07985 169598 or 01634891046. 
Email: habibtejan@live.co.uk
Twitter: @HabibTejan. 

Cllr. Andrew Mackness.  
Tel:  07970 734105.
Email: andrewmackness@live.co.uk
Twitter: @andrewmackness

Chatham Maritime Estate Security Contractor 
Tel: 01634 890292.  
To report any incidents on the public open 
spaces on the Chatham Maritime Estate call 
the control room which operates 24/7 on 
01634 890292.  
Please note they do not deal with ‘domestic’ 
disputes, utility supply failures or problems.  
Instances where criminal activity or injury is 
involved (RTC’s, assaults etc.) then the police 
should be called.  

SMIRA (St. Mary’s Island Residents 
Association)
Email: admin@smira.info or www.smira.info.
Twitter: @SMIResAssn.  
Facebook: ‘St. Mary’s Island Residents 
Association Official Group.’
Chris Harrison Medway Council’s Community 
Officer for the Chatham Maritime area. 
Tel:  07984 917654 or email:  
christopher.harrison@medway.gov.uk

St. Mary’s Island Community Centre 
Tel:  01634 890072.  
email: smicc@cmtrust.co.uk 
www.smicc.co.uk

Chatham Maritime Trust  
Tel:  01634 891888.  
email: info@cmtrust.co.uk
www.cmtrust.co.uk  
Twitter: @CMTrust

Environment Agency Hotline 
Tel: 0800 807060.  
email: enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk 
Medway Council 
Tel:  01634 306000.  
Emergency out of hours:  01634 304400 
(Does not include social care services).  
Medway Council Highway issues once 
roads are adopted 
Tel:  01634 333333
if reporting a street light issue, have lamp 
number/s available. 
email: russell.taylor@medway.gov.uk 
with lamp identification number.      
Island Surgery: Tel: 01634 890712 

Island School: Tel 01634 891050 
email: office@st-marys-island.medway.sch.uk

Island Pharmacy: Tel: 01634 891207
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